‘

Guide to driving in the UK’
For International Student

Drive safely in the UK
Are you properly trained, competent
and legal to drive in the UK?

Drive legally in the UK
Is your vehicle road legal? Have you
properly registered and taxed, MOT’d
and serviced your car?

Guide to buying a secondhand car
To avoid falling victim to dodgy sales or
genuine faulty purchases

Top 10 Tips to drive in the
UK
How to do it right

1

‘Guide to driving in the UK’
How to drive legally in the UK...page 4



Do you have a UK driver’s licence?
How to obtain a UK driver’s licence?
- Theory Test
- Practical Test
 Exchangeable licenses
 Is your car insured?

Is your vehicle road legal…page 22






Vehicle Safety
MOT
Road Tax
Vehicle Servicing
DVLA: How to get your vehicle registered?

2

How to buy a second- hand car…page 36


What to consider before making a purchase for a used
car
- Beware of rogue traders in the UK
- Is the vehicle HPi clear?
- Are the car documents supplied?
 Contact GMS for a comprehensive service – the solution
to all your problems!

GMS’s Top Tips on driving in the UK…
page 44
-

Adverse weather conditions
Speed limits
Emergency vehicles

3

How to drive legally in the UK?
Do you have a UK
driver’s licence?
You can legally start
driving a car in the UK
when you are 17 in case
of driving a car and 16 if
you want to ride a
moped or light quad
bike. To obtain a UK driver’s licence it is essential to
apply for a provisional licence.
There are two main components that are crucial to pass
before you can successfully obtain a UK driver’s licence.
Firstly, you’ll need to pass the driving theory test and
once successfully passed you can then either book the
car practical driving test or the motorcycle practical test.
You need to have a provisional driving licence to take
your driving theory test.
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In order to apply for a Provisional licence for a car,
motorcycle or moped the UK government’s website
www.gov.uk has outlined the following requirements:


You have to be a resident of Great Britain (Northern
Ireland has a different service)



You need to meet the minimum age requirement (see
first paragraph)



You need to meet the minimum eyesight requirement



You have to pay a £50.00 fee by MasterCard, Visa,
Electron, Maestro or Delta Debit or Credit Card



You need to have a Valid UK passport or other form of
identity



You require the National Insurance Number if known



You need to provide addresses where you’ve lived for
the last 3 years
Your licence should arrive within 1 week if you apply
online.
Apply here for your first provisional licence:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-first-provisional-drivinglicence
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After receiving you
provisional driver’s
licence you are
legally bound to only
drive when
supervised by
someone at least 21
years old who holds a
full EC/EEA licence
and has held the
licence for at least three years. Also, you must
remember that as being a learner driver you must
display red L plates (available at the Post office or
selected stationary stores). It is essential to clearly
display these L plates in front of the vehicle and on the
back. These plates are to be removed or covered when
the car is not driven by you (as a learner driver).

Book your Theory Test
To make sure you become a safe road user the Driver
and Vehicle Standards Agency have introduced two
parts to the theory test:
-

Multiple choice part

-

Hazard perception part
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You need to pass both parts in order to pass the theory
test. Both parts of the test are taken on the same day.
The driving theory test must be booked in advance.
To book your driving theory test you’ll need your:


Great Britain or Northern Ireland provisional driving
licence number



email address to get your booking confirmation - you
can’t book online if you don’t have one
To book your driving theory test follow this link:
https://www.gov.uk/book-theory-test

The car theory test fee currently is
£31.00 and will change to £25.00
from 1st October, 2014. The fee you
are paying changes according to a
different vehicle or test.
Preparing for your driving theory
test might look a bit daunting at
first but you can simply buy a DVLA
theory test preparation guide in a
range of stores across the UK.
The Driving Standards Agency also
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provides free practice theory tests online (see
https://www.gov.uk/practise-your-driving-theory-test)
that’ll give you a similar feel to the real theory test that
you’ll take at the test centre on the day of your booked
theory test. Each practice test has 50 questions. The
theory test can only be done in English; however you
can get translation in selected languages.

Booking your practical driving test
A practical driving test in the UK is meant to be
challenging and demands an in depth know-how of
driving so that once you pass you are fully competent
for the UK road and traffic. Therefore, taking a practical
driving test is for many one of the most nervous
experiences of their life. It is crucial to be fully prepared
and confident, on the day of your test, rather than
letting the nerves get the better of you.
Choosing a recommended driving school or instructor
can be the make or break of your dream to driving, so
make sure you test the waters thoroughly before
committing to a driving instructor for all of your driving
lessons.
If you are having difficulty finding the right driving
Instructor that offers you a good rate at the same time,
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simply ask the German Motor Specialists. GMS will
surely find you a suitable instructor and help you
through the booking process without any hassle or
difficulty. To contact us regarding any motoring issues
or booking a driving lesson please visit
www.gmstrader.co.uk
Once your driving Instructor gives you the green signal
and you feel confident to take on the test you are ready
to finally book the practical driving test. Make sure you
are getting enough practice in between lessons. Ask
your instructor which manoeuvres you need to practice
and when you do so make sure you are insured on the
vehicle, too (see insurance section). Here is all the
information you need on how to book a practical driving
test and most importantly, to be fully aware of what to
expect on the day (Naturally, you want to pass the first
time around).
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When you book your test you'll need:






Your provisional driving
licence
Your theory test certificate
number
A debit or credit card for payment
Your preferred dates and times for the test
Details of any special requirements such as an
interpreter

The practical test for car drivers costs £62.00 during
weekdays or £75.00 for Saturday and weekday evening
tests. After about two weeks, you'll get your test
appointment letter.
You can cancel your test for any reason, but you'll need
to give ten working days' notice to keep your fee. The
practical test can be rearranged up to three times
before its automatically refunded. To book online with
no hidden fees use the DVSA's Official online booking
service; there is no booking fee and you need only pay
the standard test fee or https://www.gov.uk/bookdriving-test.
Remember to make sure your instructor is available on
the day, and let them know when you get your test
appointment letter.
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You are required to give a minimum of three clear
working days notice of your decision to cancel or
postpone your test; otherwise you will lose your test
fee. If you are unwell on the day of the test and can get
a doctor to verify this, the DVSA will refund the test fee.
The DVSA are required to make every effort to ensure
that all candidates can take the driving test. However, it
is important that you discuss your needs with them
when booking the test.
If you cannot speak English or are deaf you are allowed
to bring an interpreter with you who must be at least 16
years of age.
If you are disabled you will receive the same test,
however, more time will be allocated so that you can
explain the nature of your disability and describe any
special adaptations fitted to your vehicle.
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Driving Test eyesight test
The law states that all drivers of motor cars must be
able to read a standard number plate, in good daylight,
from a distance of
approximately
twenty metres – with
glasses or corrective
lenses, if required.
So, before you can
start the driving test
you must
demonstrate that
your eyesight is good
enough to be able to drive safely. You’’ be asked to do
this by reading a clean number plate of the old style
from a minimum distance of 20.5 metres
(approximately 67 feet or 5 car lengths) or reading a
new style number plate (these letters are narrower)
from a minimum distance of 20 metres (approximately
66 feet).
If you have difficulty with spoken English you are
permitted to write down what you see. If you need to
wear glasses or contact lenses to achieve this, you will
be required to wear them throughout the test and
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whenever you drive normally. If you cannot read the
number plate the examiner will ask you to read a
second number plate and if necessary take you a little
closer to just over the required distance.
If you still have a problem the examiner will then
measure the exact distance and check your ability to
read a third number plate. If you cannot read this third
plate correctly you will fail your driving test and the test
will go no further.

About your test car
A test car has to be reliable and meet a series of legal
requirements. When you take your test with BSM, all
this is taken care of. But if you decide to use your own
car, you'll have to make sure it's roadworthy, with a full
MOT certificate if it's over three years old – and it must
be fully insured.
If your car doesn't meet the standard, the test will be
cancelled and you'll lose your test fee.

Show me Tell me/Vehicle Safety questions
After you have successfully completed the eyesight test
and shown the examiner to the vehicle they will ask you
two questions, one ‘show me’ and one ‘tell me’. One or
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both questions answered incorrectly will result in one
driving fault (i.e. minor fault) being recorded.

Example of Show me – questions:
Question: Show me / explain how you would check that
the power assisted steering is working before starting a
journey.
If the steering becomes heavy the system may not be
working properly. Before starting a journey two simple
checks can be made.
Gentle pressure on the steering wheel, maintained
while the engine is started, should result in a slight but
noticeable movement as the system begins to operate.
Alternatively turning the steering wheel just after
moving off will give an immediate indication that the
power assistance is functioning.
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Example of Tell me – questions:
Question: Tell me how you would check the tyres to
ensure that they have sufficient tread depth and that
their general condition is safe to use on the road.
No cuts and bulges, 1.6mm of tread depth across the
central ¾ of the breadth of the tyre and around the
entire outer circumference.
For a full list of all the possible Show me – tell me
questions you could be asked by the examiner checkout
the DSA website or simply get a guide on preparing you
to drive in any of the UK stationary stores.
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During the test
You must take the following items with you to the test
centre.
1. Your theory test pass certificate;
2. Both parts of your signed photo card driving
licence or your signed driving licence and your
passport.
It is extremely important that you arrive in good time at
the test centre so that the above documents can be
checked. If you arrive after the start time you will not be
allowed to sit the test and you will lose your test fee.
Once you begin driving, there should be no surprises, as
your instructor will have thoroughly prepared you for
everything you’ll need to do. Simply keep calm and
concentrate on your driving. If you make a
mistake, don’t panic, it will make things worse! It’s more
than likely a minor mistake and doesn’t necessarily
mean you have failed your test.
As from October 2010 you will now only be required to
complete one manoeuvre from the following:


reverse around a corner
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reverse parking – either into a parking bay,
or parallel parking at the side of the road
 turn in the road

Independent driving explained
Your driving test will also include the new Independent
Driving which will last for approximately 10 minutes.
You will receive step by step instructions from the
examiner which you must follow, whilst proving that
you can drive safely and make decisions independently.
If you are unable to understand the given instructions of
the independent driving journey simply ask the
examiner to draw out the journey on a piece of paper.
That will make sure you know exactly where you are
driving to.

What is the examiner looking for during
the Driving Test?
As you perform your test your examiner will be
assessing your driving, and he or she will often be
marking something down on a piece of paper. Again,
this is nothing to worry about. They are simply making a
record of your test and are required to mark down any
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driving faults you make. Find out how the driving test is
marked. There are three different types of fault:




Minor fault
Serious fault
Dangerous fault

After you have taken your driving test
Providing you have not
accrued 16 or more minor
faults, or a single serious or
dangerous fault, you will
pass your test.
On arrival back at the test
centre your examiner will
go through your driving
test report. You may want
to ask your instructor to
come and listen to the explanation. Even if you’ve
passed, it’s still worth listening to what the examiner
has to say because they’ll be pointing out your minor
faults. This way you’ll become aware of the small
mistakes you make whilst driving, enabling you to do
your best to eliminate them and become a better driver.
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Adverse weather conditions
Practical driving tests aren’t held in dangerous weather
conditions, for example when the roads are icy or if
there is flooding, high winds or thick fog. Call your test
centre if there is snow or ice in your local area on the
day of your test.
If your test can’t go ahead a new appointment date will
usually be sent to you within 3 working days. This could
take up to 7 days when the bad weather goes on for
longer.
As well as causing cancellations, bad weather can
sometimes lead to longer waiting times for practical test
appointments.
Problems with you or your vehicle
You’ll have to take another test at your own cost if your
test can’t be completed because of a problem with:


you - for example, if you feel unwell while taking your
test



your vehicle - for example, if it breaks down during the
test or is not suitable for the test
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The Highway Code
The Highway Code is applicable to England, Wales and
Scotland. If you are a new driver, learner driver or a
driver who is willing to drive in the UK the Highway
Code should be considered an essential read.
There are not only cars, trolleys, buses and other
vehicles using the road but also the more vulnerable
road users – pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and
even horse riders. Everyone has to be aware of one
another whilst using the road and the Highway Code
talks about precisely this awareness. Therefore, it
applies to everyone equally including drivers, cyclists,
motorists and pedestrians.
Most of the rules outlined in the Highway Code are legal
requirements and particularly useful if you are new to
the UK and want to familiarise yourself with UK roads
and its traffic rules and regulations. If you are
disobeying these rules you could be committing a
criminal offence that may result in you being fined,
given penalty points or even being disqualified from
driving
DVLA:
‘Knowing and applying the rules contained in The
Highway Code could significantly reduce road casualties.
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Cutting the number of deaths and injuries that occur on
our roads every day is a responsibility we all share. The
Highway Code can help us discharge that responsibility.’

Exchangeable Licences
You can easily exchange your licence if you answer yes
to the following questions:
a) Are you a resident of Great Britain?
You’re normally a resident if you have a permanent
address in Great Britain that you’ve lived in for at least
185 days.
b) Where did you pass your test?
Depending on where you have passed your test you will
then be assessed whether you will get a UK driver’s
licence.
For instance, if you have passed your test in the
following designated countries: Andorra, Australia,
Barbados, British Virgin Islands, Canada, Falkland
Islands, Faroe Islands, Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Japan,
Monaco, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Singapore,
South Africa, Switzerland and Zimbabwe, your licence
can be exchanged for a licence to drive the same
vehicles in Great Britain if you have either passed a
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driving test for that vehicle in one of those countries or
territories or been issued with a licence in one of those
countries or territories in exchange for a licence issued
in another specified county or territory where an
appropriate driving test has been passed ( as stated in
the Amendment order for 2013 articles 2 and 5 and
Schedules 1 and 3).
You can exchange your driving licence up to 5 years after
becoming resident in the UK so long as your licence remains
valid. The fee is £50.

1. Order form D1 from the Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Agency.
2. Send the form, fee and any documents you need to
(include your driving licence) to the address on the
form.
3. You should get your new licence within 3 weeks.

If you are not an EU National, i.e. China you can't
exchange your licence but you can drive for up to 12
months on your foreign licence.
After 12 months you’ll need to take a theory
test and practical test to get a Great Britain issued
driving licence.
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Is your vehicle road legal?
 Vehicle maintenance
Vehicle maintenance isn't just an important way to
extent your car's life - it can be a major safety issue. The
moment you suspect anything wrong with your vehicle
it is vital for you to get your vehicle checked by a state
mandated inspection service/mechanic. If your car is
unsafe, the inspecting mechanic will let you know what
you need to do to fix it. However, there could be a year
or more between inspections, so you as a car owner
need to be aware of any potential safety issues and
responsibly get them repaired before they lead to an
accident.
One of the most common maintenance problems that
can lead to a crash is improper tire pressure. Uneven
tire pressure, or pressure that is too high or low, can
impact performance or lead to a blowout, especially in
high-performance cars or heavy vehicles like SUVs.
Rather than worrying about the price of professionals
who can deal with this matter you can simply buy a
cheap pressure gauge at any auto parts store and check
the pressure against the recommendation in your
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owner's manual. Another way is to halt at one of the
petrol stations who provide you with this facility for a
couple of pence. A smart tip while you're at it, you
might want to rotate your tires to promote even wear
and consistent performance.
Another key area is the car's brakes. If you notice some
"softness" in the brake pedal, or feel a vibration when
the brakes are applied make sure you get them checked
out by a professional mechanic. The brakes could be
wearing out or you could have a problem with the car's
hydraulic system which can lead to serious implications
on the road but above all jeopardize your safety on the
road.

 V5C Registration Certificate (logbook)
The V5C Registration Certificate is more commonly
known as the logbook and is issued to anyone who has
registered or taxed their vehicle.
In the logbook you’ll find a list of many details about
your vehicle, including the make, model, engine size,
colour etc. and further details of the registered keeper
of the vehicle.
The V5C is a vital document which is required when you
need to pass on your car i.e. selling and buying vehicles,
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therefore it is essential to always keep it safe and check
every time you buy a car that the V5C document is
supplied with the vehicle documents of any new car you
intend to buy. Also, never leave this essential document
in the car.

 Books and manuals
Every new car is supplied with a service booklet which is
to be stamped and dated by state mandated dealers
and workshops when your car has been fully serviced.
This document should be supplied with the car and
ensures your vehicle reliability. It also helps outline any
flaws and vehicle safety issues (if found during a
service).
Your owner’s car manual gives you all the in- depth
information about how to operate controls, tyre
pressure and general advice about your vehicle.
Cars fitted with satellite navigation or audio system may
have a separate manual to make life a bit easier for you
to operate the system. Most navigation systems usually
have a CD or DVD which outlines all the systems
controls and ensures you understand how it works.
Other equipment fitted into your car either by the
factory or dealer may also be supplied within your car
owner’s manual.
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Make sure you keep all documentation safe so that you
are at all times capable to gab it and attain all the
information you need about any doubts in regards to
your vehicle and most importantly you need to pass it
on when you sell the car.

 MOT
In the UK a compulsory annual test for safety and
exhaust emissions of motor vehicles needs to be passed
before your car is road legal.
Your MOT is very important as this can be the very thing
that saves your life! You much keep the vehicle driven
on the road in a roadworthy condition. That’s were the
MOT test comes in, this ensures that the vehicle meets
the road safety and environmental standards. The MOT
test keeps the assurance the maintenance of your car. It
makes sure that everything is in order and that nothing
is wrong so once you are on the road and driving
nothing will go wrong leaving you in a bad situation. So
you can say it is also partly the drivers job to look after
the car and acknowledge any hazards such as; leaking
fuel tank, out of date catalytic converter, or even small
things like if your tyre is the correct pressure of that the
tyre in screwed on properly and the bolts r fastened
tightly. You will have to get an MOT test every year once
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your vehicle is 3 years old or see for specifics in your
Owner’s Manual.
Test stations can be identified by a blue, three-triangle
logo. The MOT test can be carried out up to 28 days
before the expiry date on the MOT certificate. The
expiry date on the new certificate will be 12 months
from the expiry date of the old certificate.
These are the documents required when taking a test


Vehicle Registration Document (V5C)



Fee

During the MOT test, the following items are checked to
ensure that they meet legal requirements:


Body and vehicle structure



Exhaust system and exhaust emissions



Fuel system



Seats and seat belts



Tyres and wheels



Windscreen



Registration plates



Lights
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Brakes



Mirrors



Boot/tailgate and bonnet/hood



Wipers and washers



Horn



Steering and suspension



Emission

Once the vehicle has been tested the results are
entered into a central database. Police can use this
database to check if the car's MOT certificate is up to
date. If the car passes the test successfully, a receipt (an
A4-sized MOT pass test certificate), form VT20 is issued.
If the vehicle fails the test, the owner is given a failure
notice, form VT30. In general if the vehicle is repaired
and re-tested before the end of the following working
day, no retest fees apply.
If the vehicle passes the test the owner may also be
given an advisory notice, form VT32, along with the
MOT test certificate. This form advises the owner of
items on the car that may need attention in the near
future.
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The maximum fee that you can be charged by the test
centre must be displayed at the garage. If your MOT
certificate is lost or damaged, you can purchase a new
one at any testing centre. A vehicle registration
certificate or MOT test number is required for this.
It is possible to check a vehicle's MOT status and history
online. The previous MOT test number from either the
VT20 test certificate or the VT30 refusal certificate is
required. Alternatively the document reference number
from the V5C registration certificate can be used.

 Road Tax:
A road tax is a periodic tax payable on motor vehicles
which are present on public roads. This is due to the
damage done to the environment and the road itself. So
if the vehicle is a truck or a bus it will do a lot of damage
to the environment and to the road due to the weight
of the vehicle and the amount of fumes it releases into
the atmosphere and so automatically you can expect
your road tax to be higher than it would be on a car. In
cars, the more eco-friendly and less in emissions your
car is the less you will pay for your annual road tax.
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 Legal implications for not insuring your car

To use a motor vehicle on the road, you MUST have a
valid insurance policy. This MUST at least cover you for
injury or damage to a third party while using that motor
vehicle. Before driving any motor vehicle, make sure
that it has this cover for your use or that your own
insurance provides adequate cover. You MUST
NOT drive a motor vehicle without insurance. Also, be
aware that even if a road traffic incident is not your
fault, you may still be held liable by insurance
companies.
So, either way you must have motor insurance for your
vehicle if you use it on roads and in public places.
You do not need to insure your vehicle if it is kept off
the road and declared as off the road (SORN). This rule
is called ‘continuous insurance enforcement’.
If not, you could:


get a fixed penalty of £100



have your vehicle wheel-clamped, impounded or
destroyed
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face a court prosecution, with a possible maximum fine
of £1,000
It doesn’t matter who is driving the car - if you’re the
registered keeper, you could get penalised. You will also
still have to pay for your insurance on top of any fines
received. If a vehicle is between registered keepers or
registered as ‘in trade’ with the Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Agency (DVLA), it is excluded from continuous
insurance enforcement. Vehicles you keep for your own
use are not excluded.

Law RTA 1988 sect 143





Uninsured drivers can now be automatically
detected by roadside cameras. Further to the
penalties for uninsured driving listed on page
126, an offender’s vehicle can now be seized by
the Police, taken away and crushed. Law RTA
1988, sects 165a & 165b
The types of cover available are indicated below:
Third-Party insurance - this is often the cheapest
form of insurance, and is the minimum cover
required by law. It covers anyone you might
injure or whose property you might damage. It
does not cover damage to your own motor
vehicle or injury to yourself.
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Third-Party, Fire and Theft insurance - similar to
third-party, but also covers you against your
motor vehicle being stolen, or damaged by fire.

 Guide on vehicle registration
You’ll usually have to register a car or any other vehicle
as soon as you’ve:


bought it



built it



rebuilt or altered it



imported it

You do this by filling in certain forms and sending them
to DVLA. The forms you have to send depend on your
circumstances. You register any vehicle with:
DVLA
Swansea
SA99 1BE
If you buy a brand new vehicle, the dealer will usually
take care of all the necessary arrangements to register it
to you.
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In case of buying a used vehicle the way your used
vehicle is registered depends on whether it has a V5C
registration certificate.
In case of having a V5C document the seller of the
vehicle must:


complete section 6 of the V5C (‘new keeper or new
name/new address details’)



sign the declaration in section 8 (you must do this too)



fill in section 10 (‘new keeper supplement’) and give it
to you - this section is also known as the V5C/2
send the V5C to DVLA



DVLA aims to send out a new V5C to you within 2 to 4
weeks of getting the old V5C from the seller.
If you don’t get it within 4 weeks the DVLA website
states that you’ll have to:



complete form V62 - ‘Application for a vehicle
registration certificate’
send it to DVLA with the V5C/2 given to you by the
seller - if you don’t send in the V5C/2, you’ll have to pay
a fee
You can obtain a V62 form from your nearest Post
Office branch.
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In case of your vehicle not having a registration vehicle
not having vehicle registration certificate DVLA advises
on its website that you shouldn’t buy a vehicle that
doesn’t have a registration certificate (V5C).
Once you receive your new registration certificate, it’s
your responsibility to check that all the details provided
on the document are correct; otherwise it’s your own
responsibility to contact DVLA immediately.
Your vehicle may not have been registered before
with DVLA if it’s:


brand new



a kit car



imported



been rebuilt or radically altered



an old or classic vehicle
If you buy a brand new vehicle, the dealer will usually
arrange for it to be registered. Otherwise, you need to
follow a specific process.
You’ll have to fill in these forms: V55/4 or V55/5
For any type of newly registered vehicle, you must fill in
either a:
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V55/4 form to register a new vehicle, including new
imported vehicles and newly-built (kit) cars



V55/5 form to register a used vehicle, including rebuilt
vehicles, used imported vehicles and older vehicles that
have never been registered
You can get the forms from DVLA’s form ordering
service.
The following supporting documents will be needed
for all vehicle type registrations:
As well as documents to prove your identity, you must
also send:



payment for the vehicle tax



the new registration fee of £55, if you have to pay it



a current MOT certificate, if the vehicle is over 3 years
old (over 4 years old in Northern Ireland)



a certificate of newness (or declaration of newness for
imported vehicles), if the vehicle is new



any documents you have relating to the vehicle, e.g.
build plans if it’s a kit car



an insurance certificate or cover note (if you’re
registering the vehicle to an address in Northern
Ireland)
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You may have to send extra forms and documents if
your vehicle is:





imported
kit-built, rebuilt, kit-converted or radically altered
an old vehicle
a reconstructed classic vehicle


Vehicle identification number

All vehicles registered in the UK must have a unique,
stamped-in vehicle identification number (VIN) and
registration number. The VIN is usually stamped into the
chassis of the vehicle. It may be lost if you rebuild or
modify your vehicle. If you have a kit car, rebuild, or
radically altered vehicle, DVLA will usually have to
assess it.
You may be able to keep its original registration number
if you can prove the vehicle’s original VIN. If you can’t,
you’ll have to apply for a replacement identity number.
DVLA will give you an authorisation letter to get the
vehicle stamped with the new VIN if your vehicle passes
its assessment. You then need to register the vehicle you can only do this when DVLA receives confirmation
it’s been stamped with the correct VIN.
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How to buy a second- hand
car?
Beware of rogue motor traders
The Office of Fair Trade’s (OFT) report showed that
consumers buy more than 3.6 million used cars every
year, spending around £24 billion annually.
The report concluded that whilst most transactions
were done smoothly, one in five consumers (around
700,000 buyers) experience a problem.
The number of Consumer Direct complaints about
second-hand cars went up to 72,000 in 2010.
However, the report stated that the main reason for
such a high number of complaints was as a result of
“inequality of information between buyers and sellers,”
“having access to accurate relevant information” and
“poor after sales service.”
To avoid falling victim to dodgy sales or genuine faulty
purchases:
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1. HPi check (see section on HPi) the car you intend on
buying. This can be done online. This will provide you
with all the history of the car.
2. The Sale of Goods Act 1979 is a key right for
consumers buying anything from a trader, not just a car.
It states that the item should be of satisfactory quality,
or as described. Under the Sale of Goods Act, the dealer
should resolve the problem with a refund, repair or
replacement if the vehicle was defective when sold,
unless the defect was made clear at sale.
4. Always check the engine, oil, gear box, interior and
exterior.
3. Test drive the car and run it up to the temperature.
5. Report any transactions that you suspect is
intentionally in breach of the Sale of Goods Act to the
Office of Fair Trade’s.
6. If you believe your mechanical car knowledge is
limited or you don’t have the experience to make out
whether the car is worthy of buying simply take along
someone who has the knowledge or experience. Many
buyers ask their local mechanic to come along to inspect
the car.
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Is the vehicle HPI clear?
With a HPI you can find out instantly whether the car
you are interested has a background you are happy
with.
The role HPi plays in the second- hand car market is
crucial in providing private car buyers, car dealers,
finance houses and insurance industries access to
information on all UK registered vehicle. If the vehicle is
not registered in the UK the HPI directory will not have
any details on the vehicle.
Performing a HPI check prior to a purchase helps fight
against vehicle fraud and protects many buyers in
different ways, such as




Checking outstanding finance on the vehicle
Information of any write-off
Details on whether a vehicle has been registered
as stolen

As you can see performing a HPI check is vital in
protecting you as a buyer to purchase unsafe vehicles or
vehicles that they will never legitimately own.
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Here are a few selected websites that will provide you
with a full HPi check for a fairly low cost (around £9.99 £19.99):
The autotrader website, www.autotrader.co.uk, offers a
service that provides a check on
-

Being reported stolen
Being written off
Being scrapped
Having the correct mileage
The number of previous owners
Any outstanding finance
Any colour changed
Any plate changes
Being imported

Other websites:
www.mycarcheck.com
www.totalcarcheck.co.uk
www.hpiinspections.co.uk
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Are the car documents supplied?
When you buy a car you will usually be given all the
documents (sellers supply the information of which
document is to come with the purchase on the advert
you have seen the car on or simply make sure you ask in
advance) relating to it. You will require some of these
documents to legally drive the car whereas others will
guide you if there is a problem later on.
Here are some of the necessary documents for you to
legally be on the road with your car:
-

-

The V5C registration certificate: If the seller didn’t
give you the registration certificate, you can apply
for a duplicate. You can get the form V62 (in
Northern Ireland, form V34) from a post office. It
costs £25 and takes around four weeks for the new
logbook to arrive .A missing logbook can be a clue
that the car's been stolen or subject to a logbook
loan. If you're suspicious, get a vehicle history
check.
MOT certificate - if the car is more than three years
old. If the seller has lost or damaged the
certificate, you can get a duplicate from any MOT
testing station. You will need the vehicle
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-

-

-

registration number and the logbook (V5C
certificate) reference number. The MOT testing
station can charge you up to £10 for providing a
duplicate. You can also check whether the car has
a valid MOT on the government’s online database
at www.motinfo.gov.uk.
Road tax disc, required by law if you want to use
the car on the road. A seller doesn't have to give
you a valid tax disc with the car, but you'll need
one to use your car. If the seller agreed to sell you
a car with a valid tax disc but it does not come with
one or it is valid for less time than you agreed, you
can insist that they supply one. Or, you can ask
them to pay the cost of buying a new one.
The vehicle Service History is not required but
useful to have. A seller does not have to provide
evidence of a car’s service history or receipts for
work that has been carried out, although some will
if you ask.
Receipts or invoices of any work done on the car
by a mechanic or main dealership, again useful to
have but not necessary to drive the car

For detailed information go to the ‘Is your vehicle road
legal?’ section
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C

ontact GMS for a

comprehensive service – the
solution to all of your problems!
Visit our website on www.gmstrader.co.uk
call us on 07800512063
sales@gmstrader.co.uk
Find us on twitter @GermanMotorSp
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GMS’s Top Tips on driving in the UK
1. Coping with bad weather conditions:
•Given that the UK weather is quite mild and unpredictable you
can assume that you will be in for a lot of rain. Making sure that
you are sensible and predictable about your projection of
breaking will ensure your safety on wet and slippery roads. The
breaking distance will increase as the road gets wetter due to the
decreased grip of your car tyres on the road; keeping distance
from the car in front of you will help you slow down in case of an
emergency stop.

2. Speed limits
•The National Speed Limit (NSL) is 60mph (=97km/h) on
single-carriageway roads and 70mph (=112km/h) on dual
carriageways and motorways. Built-up areas have a
standard 30mph (=48km/h) limit in force, though in some
areas (near schools, housing estates etc), it drops to
20mph. In areas with less immediate danger, this rises to
40mph (=64km/h) or even 50mph (=80km/h).
3. Five signs that indicate you need to replace your brakes:
•Paying attention to the warning signs that indicate a need for
service.
•Brake light appearing on your cars dashboard.
•Feeling that your car is taking longer to stop.
•Feeling though as the car is pulling to the left or right while
braking could also indicate a problem with the braking system
•Vibrating braking pedal indicates warped rotors. Their uneven
surfaces will thrum against the brake pads, and you'll feel the
feedback through the brake pedal.

4. Learner Driver Insurance
Make sure that you are insured on the car you are
practicing on apart from your instructors. Finding Learners
Insurance is not difficult as many firms offer car insurance
for learners. The policies give you comprehensive cover to
drive someone else’s car. And anyone can take you out for
a practice spin, as long as they are at least 25 years old and
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have had a UK license for at least 3 years.

5. How to deal with emergency vehicle

approaching
• Don’t panic and just brake. It’s natural to want
to react. But instinctively putting your brakes
on immediately in front of an emergency
vehicle doesn’t help: it slows the progress of
the emergency vehicle and jeopardies other
road users. If you are thinking about pulling
over across an entrance to a school or factory,
you may be unwittingly preventing the
emergency vehicle reaching its destination and
think about where you are asking the
emergency driver to overtake you – on the
brow of a hill or a blind bend can be placing
him or her in a very difficult position

6. How to keep your fuel low

• Plan your route. A bit of forethought can save
much wear and tear – for the car, and the
driver. Try to take the most direct route and go
off-peak if possible. Sitting in congestion means
you are often doing zero miles per gallon. If you
have to commute by car, think about car
sharing, Park and Ride schemes or public
transport. Check your tires. Correct tire
pressures will keep wear down and fuel
economy up. Under-inflated tires need
replacing more often (itself an environmental
problem) as well as being dangerous. Anybody
who has cycled on under-inflated tires will
appreciate how much extra effort is
involved! Make a point of checking them at
least once a week.
46

Sources












Bsm.co.uk: Your practical testhttp://www.bsm.co.uk/learner-driver/preparing-foryour-practical-test
LDC- learnerdriver.com:
https://www.learnerdriving.com/drivingtest/eyesight-test.htm
www.gov.uk: The government’s official site for Driving
and Transport
http://www.advanced-driving.co.uk/driving-tips/
http://auto.howstuffworks.com/autoparts/brakes/brake-tests/5-signs-you-need-yourbrakes-checked.htm#page=4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/22/note/ma
de
www.autotrader.co.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk

47

